
 

 

  

Rattlesnake Vaccines 

There has been a lot of questioning about rattlesnake vaccines but 

nobody seems to really know what they do. We figured it was time to 

answer those questions and really look at the facts.  

What does it do? 
The rattlesnake vaccine induces 

the production on antibodies in 

your pet’s immune system. This 

means that they develop natural 

protection against the snake’s 

venom. So when they are bitten 

by the right kind of snake, their 

body’s immune system can fight 

it, aiding in a quicker recover and 

less severe symptoms.  

 

The vaccine was designed to 

defend against the Western 

Diamondback Rattlesnake. The 

good news is that it has some 

protective properties against 

snake venom similar to this such 

as: sidewinders, timber 

rattlesnakes, and copperheads. It 

does not protect against the 

venom of the coral snake, water 

moccasin, or majove rattlesnake.  

 

After proper vaccination, dogs 

bitten are reported to experience 

significantly less pain and have a 

largely reduced risk of permament 

damage.  

Does it work? 
Of course no vaccination is going to protect against symptoms 100% 

of the time and this vaccine is targeted to lessen the symptoms of a 

snake bite however, we at Mannford Animal Clinic have found that it 

does work. As stated earlier, it only protects against particular snake 

venom but we highly suggest it to any at-risk pets.  
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Small animal veterinary clinics in this region of the United States commonly carry rattlesnake vaccine and we are proud to 

say that Mannford Animal Clinic is one of them! Your dog is eligible for this vaccination at four months of age and any 

time during adulthood.  

 

  The vaccination schedule is one initial 

vaccination under the skin (just like 

their rabies vaccine) followed by a 

booster in thirty days. After that it is just 

added in with their yearly vaccines.  

 

We cannot recommend this vaccine 

enough to at-risk pets! Snake bites are a 

life-threatening emergency that can be 

greatly lessened with the proper 

precautions. If you have any questions, 

concerns, or would like to stop by for a 

vaccination please do not hesitate to call 

us at (918)865-4139!  

How do I know if my pet needs one? 

The rattlesnake vaccine is only used in dogs, but how do you 

know if your dog should get one? Our general rule is, if your 

dog could meet a snake, they would benefit from a vaccine.  

It is especially important for mostly-outdoor or outdoor-only  

dogs that have free roam of any amount of land. This includes 

dogs that just go outside to potty. You never know when a  

snake is in your yard and you won’t until it is too late.  

 

Venomous snake bites are very dangerous, emergency 

situations. Animals that are bitten have to be rushed to the  

emergency room for life-saving procedures, pain 

medication, anti-venom, etcetera. Serious effects such as  

anaphylactic shock, cardiovascular collapse, secondary  

bacterial infections, blood clotting problems, and more  

can occur in response to a snake bite. .  

These can be decreased, possibly even avoided, with proper vaccination of your dog.   

 

 

  

Approximately 300,000 dogs and cats are bitten by venomous snakes in the U.S. every year. 

Don’t let your dog go unprotected! 

When and where can my dog get vaccinated?  
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